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David Barefoot uses a fire hose to water flowers in front of the fire museum at 1 
Keeter Training Center. 

BY MATTHEW CAULDER - Staff Writer 

RALEIGH -- A mile from the heart of downtown, across a concrete parking lot and 
next to a smoke-stained tower, Mike Legeros' dream is taking form. 

For the past year, he has been toiling inside a vanilla trailer - smaller than most 
apartments - trying to tell the history of Raleigh's firefighters. 

Pictures of burning buildings dating to the early 1900s cover the walls. About a dozen 
nozzles stand in a line on the floor. And there's the most coveted artifact of all: the 
bell that rang atop Raleigh's first firehouse. Click here to find out more! 

"Fire has touched every aspect in Raleigh," said Legeros, 46. "This is a slice of 
Raleigh." 

This slice of Raleigh is finally on display. The Raleigh Fire Department Museum, 
which looks back on 150 years of firefighting in the city, opens today after several 
years of planning. 

It's a major milestone for Legeros and his year-old nonprofit, the Raleigh Fire 
Department Historical Society. But it's far from the museum that the society hopes to 
offer one day. 

Legeros, now Raleigh's official fire department historian, first became interested in 
the department's history when he worked as a firefighter from 1989 to 1992. 

The museum came about from a yearbook project he became involved with in 2007. 
Legeros helped the city catalog rosters, logs and other artifacts from the city's fire 
department. He became entranced. 

As part of the 2007 yearbook project, the department had a retiree day during which 
former firefighters brought in antique firefighting gear. 

Legeros tried to compile the artifacts to present online. But he realized, "It's not just 
enough to see it online." 

Soon after, Legeros and Battalion Chief Alan Walters hatched plans for the museum. 
Today, 200 items are there. 

'Building awareness' 



It took about a year to gather all the artifacts and to create a nonprofit to accept 
donations. Firefighters donated at least $1,300 and their time to the project to make 
the museum a reality. 

"We're building awareness so history doesn't get lost," Legeros said. 

Today's opening is just a start. Walters wants to see the museum move to its own 
location and offer children's education on fire safety and display vehicles of the fire 
department's history. 

For instance, the city has a collection of antique firefighting vehicles that it would like 
to display at the museum. But there isn't enough room. So they're stored at Fire 
Station 28 in northeastern Raleigh. 

They also want to be open for longer hours. The museum has enough money and help 
to open once a month - every second Saturday of the month from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Getting a bigger space or more hours won't be possible without donations, Walters 
said. The museum hopes to start a donation program with certificates and T-shirts for 
donors. "This is not the end," Walters said. "This is just the beginning." 
matthew.caulder@newsobserver.com or 919-829-4889 


